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($4) Laparoscopie bipolar slectrosurglcal instrument 



(57) A laparoscopic bqxilar OtecbosuiglCfll Instru- 
ment for seaBng tissue tndudes a handle (14) having an 
elongated tube (13) affixed thamto and first (1 5) and sec- 
ond (16) members. Each of the first and second jaw 
members Include an electrically conductive seaiing sur- 
face (39.40). The opposable sealing surfaces include a 
nonstick material for reducing tissue adhesion during 
the sealing process. The first and second Jaw members 
are adapted to connect to a source bf eiectrosurglcal en- 
ergy such that tha opposable sealing surfaces are cap&> 
ble of conducting eiectrosurglcal energy through tissue 
held therabetwaea in addition, a stop (90) is disposed 
on one oftha opp o sable seaiing surfaces tor maintaining 
a minimum separation distance between the opposable 
sealing Surfaces; a ratchet (6Cq is disposed on one of a 
fixed (5(q and a movable (52) handle, and at least one 
complementary inteilockihg mechanical interface (62) is 
disposed on the other of the fixed and movable handles. 
The Rrtchet and the complementary interlocMng me> 
chantcal Interface provide at least one imedocKIng posi- 
tion to maintain a closura farce in the range of about 3 
kg/cm^ to about 16 kg/cm^ between opposable sealing 
surfaces. 
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